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The village life went on smoothly due to an unwritten code of conduct that emerged as a
consensus of age-old traditions. Any crime of a serious nature was rare. Disputes, if arose,
were solved by the elders of the village. All the sections of the society lived amicably in a
cohesive way, maintaining equanimity and dignity in the village. In spite of the caste divisions
people referred to and addressed each other in kinship terms. Except for inter-dining and
inter-marriages, people of all caste and group denominations lived an intimate life.
However, the life of those treated as untouchables remained pitiable. They lived outside
the village in seclusion and were not allowed to draw water from the village wells or to enter
temples. They served mainly as farm labour. The situation prevailed until the beginning of
the present century when educational facilities gave them social status.
The life, in general, was dominated by certain supersititious beliefs that the society seemed
to have inherited from its tribal ancestry, like in any society anywhere in the world. They can
be broadly categorized as follows ;
1.    Supernatural beliefs in spirits, ghosts, etc.
2.    Social beliefs regarding good and bad omens, dreams, etc.
3.    Beliefs concerning birds and animals : that a journey should not be carried on when
a cat crossed the way, etc.
4.    Beliefs about things in nature: that certain trees or plants are inauspicious if they grow
in the courtyard.
5.    Beliefs concerning eatables and dining manners,
The auspicious and inauspicious things In life came to be associated with some practices
and materials. To use them in interchanged context remained a taboo,
During the British rule, the village with its economy and industry, suffered a set-back.
Modern education led the young men and women to towns and cities for employment, As a
consequence urbanization gained momentum, reaching an alarming state. Urban life brought
In qualitative changes in the social outlook and mode of life. In the place of joint families
came the unitary family. This disturbed the strong bonds that hitherto existed among the kith
and kin. Along with it changed the social customs and beliefs as well,
FESTIVALS
Festivals are special days marked for celebrating mostly the birthdays of QOds and
goddesses and also for commemorating their victory over evil forces. There are also seasonal
festivals. There are festivals earmarked for women and children, AH these festivals occur wWt
regular periodicity, calculated according to the aJmanac. In early India as well as In Andnra
there existed several modes of reckoning alrnancs, based on the movements of astrorwmioal
bodies like the Sun, the Moon, the Jupiter and the stars. Vavilala Kuchanna (13th-14th